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The Unilateral Visual Disturbances of Cen¬ 
tral Origin and Their Delation to Hysteria .— 

In the Neurologisches Centralblatt, No. 17, 1893. Knies 
discusses the question as to whether a unilateral distur¬ 
bance of vision can be produced by a lesion of the optic 
tracts posterior to the chiasm and primary optic gan¬ 
glia. He thus describes the principal symptoms of this 
condition : 1. The diminution of visual acuity occurs in 
all degrees, yet complete blindness is comparatively rare. 
2. In mild cases the pupillary reaction to light in the 
affected eye is not essentially interfered with. In com¬ 
plete blindness, however, it is usually absent, although 
it may be either diminished or preserved. 3. The con¬ 
centric contraction of the visual field occurs in all pos¬ 
sible degrees, but in no way corresponds with the degree 
of visual disturbance. The latter may be slight with 
considerable contraction of the field or vice versa. 4. The 
disturbance of color-sense is absolutely typical, and cor¬ 
responds with the color perception of the periphery of 
the retina and fovea in the normal eye, under feeble 
illumination. The perimeter shows limitation of the 
color field, especially for red and green; less for yellow 
and blue. In some there is absolute color-blindness. 
He believes that in these cases the cerebral cause can 
only be due to defective innervation of the cerebral 
vessels. Should this be one-sided, unilateral sensory 
disturbance and paralysis may appear. W. M. L. 

CLINICAL. 

Insanity after Surgical Operations.— Ur. E. 

Regis, of Bordeaux {Gazette Mcdicale de Bourdcaux , October 
14, 1893), reports a case of insanity after operation for 
the removal of the ovaries and tubes. He thinks that the 
patient was predisposed by hereditary influences, but the 
principal determining causes were the traumatism, the 
anaesthesia and the biological modifications produced in 
the organism, after the removal of the important organs, 
the ovaries. Dr. L. G. Richelot, in L' Union Mcdicale, No. 
49, 1893, in commenting on this case, claims removal of 
the uterus and ovaries does not bring about such a dis¬ 
turbing influence as the writer would have us think. He 
has seen three cases of insanity after surgical operations, 
from which he concludes that they were predisposed, 
that the mental disturbances were not the result of the 
intervention and that it is an error to incriminate cas- 
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tration any more than any other operation in the pro¬ 
duction of mental alienation. February 11, 1893, he re¬ 
moved by the vaginal route the two suppurating ovaries 
and tubes of a woman who was profoundly hysteric and 
who, for a long time, had suffered from mental disturb¬ 
ances. Her mental state was apparently, so aggravated 
by the operation, that it was necessary^ to send her to an 
asylum, where she began to improve. Here, the insanity 
broke forth on a soil, long prepared, and was due to the 
surgical interference, but it was not caused by removal 
of the uterus and ovaries. He finds the proof of this in 
a similar case observed in March, 1891, where a hysteric 
girl with an exalted character and incoherent conduct 
was operated for a sero-hematic tumor of the right tube. 
He partially resected the tubal wall, but did not remove 
it entirely and left the two ovaries and the left tube in¬ 
tact. For ten days everything went well, when the 
patient was seized with hallucinations and she was com¬ 
mitted to an asylum. She remained there eight months, 
became quiet and left the asylum in good health. Here 
was a case which nature was undoubted, the operation 
being the exciting cause in a soil already prepared. The 
uterus and ovaries were intact. He has seen after an 
abdominal hysterectomy for a fibroid, and which opera¬ 
tion was followed by perfect health, a woman of forty- 
seven years attempt to cut her throat before her dis¬ 
charge from the hospital and that while in good health. 
Before the operation she was gloomy and melancholic. 
Two years before she had also tried to commit suicide. 
Such patients are hysterics, threatened with insanity and 
the nature of the operation has nothing to do with the 
outbreak. F. H. P. 

Attacks of Verbal Amnesia in a Hysterical 
Patient ( Journal des Sciences Medicates de Lille , 24th 
February, 1893). Dr. A. Goix recalls a curious case of a 
girl, twenty-four years old, who had frequent attacks of 
the following trouble: She was unable to understand the 
meaning of either the written or printed text, which she 
was perfectly able to read aloud. She had neither motor 
aphasia, agraphia nor verbal deafness. She could write 
easily whatever was dictated to her, without, however, 
understanding the meaning of the words she had just 
employed. These curious attacks occurred in the morn¬ 
ing and were accompanied by redness of the face and a 
cyanotic condition of the hands. Hemianopsia was ab¬ 
sent ; a concentric narrowing of the visual field present. 



